A Morganatic Marriage

in believing she can bring happiness to the Albanians in spite
of themselves. The Austrian newspapers are filled with
bitterness against Italy and they are sowing unhealthy seed
which gives me anxiety for the future. So long as the
Emperor Francis Joseph goes on living he will manage to
prevent war I hope, but after him conflicts might break out
from one moment to another with the state of mind of the
Heir and a large part of the high circles in Vienna.

In Berlin they are thinking only of the engagement of
Prince Oscar the Emperor's fourth son to Countess Basse-
witz. This marriage can only be morganatic and the Grand
Duchess of Baden writes me she fears this will be a precedent
for other unions of this nature. She is very put out about
it. It appears the Emperor didn't wish to hear it mentioned,
that he absolutely refused to give his consent and that he
only gave way at the instigation of the Empress. The latter
has shown herself to be kind-hearted but of little intelligence,
and the Emperor no longer knows how to resist domestic
pressure whether in political or family matters.

Kleinitz, T.oth June, 1914,

They write me from Vienna dated June sth : "The diplo-
mats here are having no contact with the Court and with
Berchtold being always up in the clouds they don't know
where they are. The Emperor doesn't leave Schonbrunn,
and only sees those whom his doctor and Montenuovo the
Court Chamberlain permit him. The Archduke shuts him-
self up at Konopsicht and when he comes here he doesn't
wish to see Ambassadors so that it won't be thought he is
occupied with politics. Every time he has to do with the
Emperor on military matters, there are such rows the latter
is quite ill afterwards. He is more jealous of his rights than
ever, all of which goes to make an abnormal state of affairs
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